The letter below was sent to all members of the school board in one 
community by a Community Relations Committee member. 


April 18, 1961 


Dear Mr. : 

I discovered, while working as a Team Captain, that the American Cancer 
Society has received permission to show a filmstrip, "To Smoke Or Not 
To Smoke," in all public schools of our system. Our Association is quite 
naturally concerned, since this film presents only the views of those 
convinced that there is a real link between smoking and lung cancer. The 
filmstrip does not point out clearly that this question is not considered 
solved by scientists, and is still being studied by researchers. 

For example, the Journal of the American Medical Association recently 
said in an editorial, "neither the proponents or opponents of the smoking 
theory have sufficient evidence to warrant the assumption of an all or 
none authoritative position." 

Also, Dr.Perrin H. Long, editor of Medical Times , has commented on "the 
tendency on the part of those who believe smoking, especially the use of 
cigarettes, is a direct factor in the cuasation of cancer of the lung, gloss 
over or play down facts which don't agree with their opinion." 

Dr. William F. Rienhoff, Jr., associate professor of surgery at Johns 
Hopkins, is probably as well qualified as anyone in the world to speak 
on lung cancer. Twenty-five years ago he performed the first successful 
operation for removal of a lung. Since then he has performed almost 800 
lung cancer operations. Dr. Rienhoff reviewed more than 500 of these 
cases and has written that "I have found no relation whatsoever to smoking." 

Many other authorities have published similar positions. Schools should 
carefully consider whether to allow outside groups to present as 
"education," a one-sided point of view. We feel they should present ai 1 
facts, including those of medical authorities who do not support the 
position advanced in this film. 

Approximately 39,000 Georgia farm families grow tobacco. The value of 
this crop in 1959 exceeded $66,482,000. Retailers and wholesalers had a 
share in this picture, represented by sales in excess of $77,000,000. 

Tobacco plays an important part in the economy of our state. 

We sincerely request that you instruct the superintendent of public 
education to withdraw permission granted the American Cancer Society 
until such time as a film, or other documents, can be obtained which will 
present both sides of this highly controversial medical question. 
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